Cholangioscopy: where are we now?
The purpose of this review is to provide an update on current technologies and clinical indications for cholangioscopy. The review also focuses on techniques, challenges and limitations of available devices. Recent technological advances such as the introduction into clinical practice of video cholangioscopes as well as a single-operator semidisposable per oral cholangioscope are described. Novel clinical applications of cholangioscopy are also discussed. The past several years have witnessed the emergence of new technologies, including video and semidisposable cholangioscopes, which have increased the availability and utilization of cholangioscopes. Although the most common indications for this technique remain investigation of indeterminate cholangiographic findings and management of large bile duct stones, technological advances in the devices and available accessories will invariably lead to expanded indications in the future.